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Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO):
a transportation policy-making and planning 
body made up of representatives of local, state, 
and federal government and transportation 
authorities.

Presentation title 20XX 2

The MPO is charged with the 
comprehensive, cooperative, and 
continuous transportation 
planning process for a 
metropolitan area.



SMTC’s Metropolitan 
Planning Area (MPA)

• All of Onondaga County
• Town of Sullivan in Madison County
• Towns of West Monroe, Hastings, and 

Schroeppel in Oswego County
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Member 
Agencies
The Policy Committee is 
the MPO.
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Central New York Regional Transportation Authority (Centro)
Central New York Regional Planning & Development Board

City of Syracuse: 

CenterState Corporation for Economic Opportunity
New York State:

Onondaga County:

Mayor Common Council     Department of Public Works              
Planning Commission                Planning

Department of Environmental Conservation       Department of Transportation                                       
Empire State Development Corporation           Thruway Authority 

County Executive Department of Transportation                 
County Legislature Department of Planning
Planning Board

Staff
Director    Planners  Analysts



SMTC planning and programming
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Regional 
transportation 

vision

Specific transportation 
studies and plans

Federal 
funding 
program



20+ year vision for transportation system 

Updated every 5 years (due to be adopted by end of 
September 2025)

Multi-modal  

Fiscally-constrained 

The 2050 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan (MTP)
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The region will GROW.
• Jobs and population will grow at a scale 

that CNY has not experienced in decades.
• A significant increase in housing supply 

will be necessary.
• Housing growth should be focused in 

mixed-use, walkable and bikeable ‘strong 
centers’ per Plan Onondaga.

TECHNOLOGY will change.
• The transition to electric vehicles 

will accelerate. 
• We will need to implement current 

‘smart systems’ technology, while 
also preparing for emerging 
technology over the next 25 years.

Planning Context
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There will be two 
primary influences 
on transportation 
planning in our 
region over the 
next 25 years:



Context: 

Strong centers are walkable, people oriented places with a mix of 
jobs, housing, shopping, dining, culture, public spaces, 
entertainment, transportation, and services. 

Vision: Onondaga County will strengthen the quality of life and 
economic stability of local communities through the development 
of amenity-rich, vibrant, and walkable centers. 

Community Mobility is the ability of people to travel from place to 
place within Onondaga County. Community mobility strategies 
aim to provide for more choice in the transportation system and 
to improve safety for all users.” 

Vision: Onondaga County will enhance mobility by improving the 
safety, accessibility, and diversity of options for moving people 
within and between communities. 
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Housing & 
Neighborhoods

Greenways & 
Blueways

Agriculture

Strong 
Centers

Community 
Mobility



“Priority funding initiatives”

Complete the I-81 
Community Grid

Including conversion of existing 
I-481 to I-81 and associated 
capacity projects, removal of 

downtown viaduct, completion 
of BL81 through City of 
Syracuse, new I-690 exit.

Continue to expand 
regional trail network
Focus on closing gaps and 
increasing connectivity to 
the primary corridors such 
as EST, Creekwalk, Loop 

the Lake. 

Implement the 
BRT system

As identified in the 
SMART1 study, and 

continue to expand other 
transit options. 

White Pine Business 
Park regional 
accessibility

Transportation projects 
necessary for build-out of 

Micron site and surrounding 
industrial areas. 
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Considerations for new Goals & Objectives

Federal 
requirements

Statewide, 
regional, and 
local plans

Previous LRTP 
G+Os

SAC input Public input
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National Goals for the Federal-Aid 
Highway System 

(SYSTEM PERFORMANCE REPORT)

Planning Factors
Planning Emphasis 

Areas



Major themes from local and 
regional plans reviewed

Mobility

• Improve accessibility 
for all users, with a 
focus on bicyclists and 
pedestrians

Economic 
Development

• Support small, local 
businesses

• Concentrate development 
near existing commercial 
centers

Community

• Provide a diverse range 
of housing options

• Preserve historic 
structures and existing 
character

Environmental

• Preserve and enhance 
natural amenities

• Preserve agricultural 
spaces

Good 
Governance

• Improve collaboration 
with other government 
agencies

• Improve transparency
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Where do you routinely experience issues or see opportunities while moving 
around your community? Think of moments when you are driving, walking, biking, or taking transit.
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* This is a map-based question and 
will be summarized by location.  
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With regional growth 
on the horizon, 

what transportation 
investments should we 
make today that future 
generations will thank 

us for tomorrow?
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• More frequent, reliable transit service, especially in the 
urban core / inner suburbs 

• Walkable / bikeable communities – facilities to walk/bike 
safely, but also places to go (i.e. non-recreational trips) 
• Focus on protected bike facilities (on-road or road-adjacent)
• Safe pedestrian crossings, complete the network 

• Relatively few complaints about the existing road system, 
just wanting it to “work better” for all users – roundabouts, 
signal timing, complete streets, traffic calming. 

Overall MTP 
survey take-
aways
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ECONOMY COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT

MTP goal areas 



MTP goals & objectives: ECONOMY
Goal Objective

Support efficient and reliable freight 
movement.

Maintain a high degree of reliability in our freight network and on our 
National Highway System (NHS).

Expand access to opportunities and 
services.

Eliminate barriers to the transportation network through improved usability 
and accessible design.

Improve access to major employment and training centers via all modes of 
transportation.

Expand transit service options for off-peak and non-commuting trips.

Address new and rapidly changing 
technologies.

Strategically plan for publicly available electric vehicle charging stations.

Incorporate smart city technologies like signal prioritization or autonomous 
vehicle infrastructure across the region.

Accessible curb ramps

Transit-supportive site plans 

Charging stations 



MTP goals & objectives: COMMUNITY
Goal Objective

Provide and maintain a safe, 
secure, and reliable transportation 
network.

Reduce serious injuries and fatalities from vehicle crashes and from crashes involving 
people walking and biking.

Preserve and maintain existing transportation facilities including pavement, bridges, 
and bicycle/pedestrian facilities.

Maintain a high degree of reliability on our highway system. 

Vision Zero Plan, speed control measures



MTP goals & objectives: COMMUNITY
Goal Objective

Support targeted growth in urban, 
suburban, and rural communities.

Focus transportation investments in existing and emerging centers as well as along 
planned transit corridors.

Prioritize investments for disadvantaged communities.

Enhance mobility and accessibility 
between all modes of travel. 

Create a cohesive and connected network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities across the 
region.

Improve frequency and reliability of fixed-route transit service in the urban core and to 
regional employment centers.

Expand micromobility options, such as bike and scooter-shares, outside the City of 
Syracuse.

Land use and zoning, site plan review

Vision, Comprehensive Plan, Complete Streets policy 



MTP goals & objectives: ENVIRONMENT
Goal Objective

Protect, enhance, and connect important 
ecosystems and ecologically significant areas

Utilize greenways and blueways to connect our communities and natural 
resources.

Reduce the quantity and improve quality of stormwater runoff from 
transportation facilities.

Ensure communities are well-equipped to 
mitigate/adapt to effects of climate change 
and support resiliency of transportation 
facilities. 

Incorporate bioswales, street canopies, and other green infrastructure 
elements.

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT).

Land use and zoning, site plan review



MTP needs assessment
• A New Framework

• Consider ALL types of trips – how people 
meet all their daily needs 

• Recognize that most of the trips in the 
region are relatively short 

• What We Heard
• Pedestrian access at municipal boundaries 
• Opportunity to match trip mode to trip 

length 
• Local connections to regional trails 
• Safety and operations 

• Future Growth and Mobility Options
• Transit requires density!
• Support centers and corridors with high 

activity unit density 21
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MTP needs assessment
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• A New Framework
• Consider ALL types of trips – how people 

meet all their daily needs 
• Recognize that most of the trips in the 

region are relatively short 

• What We Heard
• Pedestrian access at municipal boundaries 
• Opportunity to match trip mode to trip 

length 
• Local connections to regional trails 
• Safety and operations 

• Future Growth and Mobility Options
• Transit requires density!
• Support centers and corridors with high 

activity unit density 



Potential funding sources
• Sidewalk district (example: Town of Manlius Neighborhood Sidewalk Program)

• GEIS + mitigation fees 

• UPWP: planning assistance

• TIP: capital projects

• Variety of programs through the REDC / CFA process may allow transportation 
elements as part of a larger planning effort and/or capital project; each program 
has different eligibility guidelines

• regionalcouncils.ny.gov for list of resources available, guidebook, and application 
(2025 not announced yet but can review 2024 materials)  

• Periodic solicitations for use of additional Federal capital funds, for example, 
BRIDGE NY 

• Mostly through MPO TIP process 

• Some additional competitive grant programs; future competitive grant 
opportunities will depend on the next transportation bill (current IIJA/BIL expires in 
September 2026) 24

MPO

State

Federal

Local

https://www.townofmanlius.org/DocumentCenter/View/2923/Neighborhood-Sidewalk-Program-NSP


smtcmpo.org/financinglocalmobility
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smtcmpo.org/financinglocalmobility



How to plan for a new road/road network
Step 1 – Create a vision

Identify the type of development you want,  how much development 
you want, where you want it to go, and how you want it arranged.

Step 2 – Identify road / road network needs

Determine the type of road you need, general design, and layout. 
Quantify traffic growth, if needed.

If conducting a GEIS, 
Step 3 - Calculate mitigation costs & a mitigation fee formula



Step 1 - Create a vision

• Form a study committee with key stakeholders 

• Meet throughout the entire process

• Identify the type of development you want,  how much 
development you want, where you want it to go, and how 
you want it arranged.

• Identify concerns, challenges, and ways to overcome them



Step 2 - Identify road/road 
network needs
• Determine how much development can 

reasonably fit
• Calculate anticipated traffic growth 
• Determine the type of road(s) you need, general 

design, and layout.

Think about the road network and the level of 
access each road should provide. Do you have a 
hierarchy of roads, including collectors that 
provide access to smaller, residential or “side” 
streets? For commercial or mixed-use areas, is 
there a “spine” that provides efficient internal 
traffic movement (while minimizing driveways on 
the “main” road)? 

Source: Town of Colonie 2024



Step 3 – Calculate mitigation cost & 
fee formula
• For complex plans

• Potential environmental impacts, if 
implemented

• Professional assistance required

• Identify mitigation costs & fee 
formula

• Municipality must administer fee 
program

Source: Town of East Greenbush GEIS, 2009 



MTP needs assessment
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• A New Framework
• Consider ALL types of trips – how people 

meet all their daily needs 
• Recognize that most of the trips in the 

region are relatively short 

• What We Heard
• Pedestrian access at municipal boundaries 
• Opportunity to match trip mode to trip 

length 
• Local connections to regional trails 
• Safety and operations 

• Future Growth and Mobility Options
• Transit requires density!
• Support centers and corridors with high 

activity unit density 



How can we look to 
build out local 
connections to 
regional trails –
based on what we 
heard as a part of 
our MTP outreach?
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Onondaga County
Empire State Trail
Local Economic 
Opportunities Plan
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• Empire State Trail expansion/improvements 
occurring in Onondaga County in 2019-
2020

• County Planning interested in helping trail-
proximate communities capture the economic 
impact

• Joint effort of the CNYRPDB, OCDOP, and 
SMTC

• Plan includes feedback from municipal 
surveys, mapping, potential bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements, and generalized 
cost estimates

History of the 
Plan
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• Connect the new Empire State Trail to 
existing trails, especially the Loop the Lake 
Trail and Onondaga Creekwalk

• Enliven Onondaga County’s businesses with 
new regional and statewide trail and 
waterway users

• Increase community visitation and local 
spending

• Capitalize on and strengthen the tourism 
potential of the historic canal heritage

• Improve quality of life, public health, and 
transportation options

Plan Goals
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MTP goals & objectives: ECONOMY
And the OC EST LEOP

Goal Objective

Support efficient and reliable freight 
movement.

Maintain a high degree of reliability in our freight network and on our 
National Highway System (NHS).

Expand access to opportunities and 
services.

Eliminate barriers to the transportation network through improved usability 
and accessible design.

Improve access to major employment and training centers via all modes of 
transportation.

Expand transit service options for off-peak and non-commuting trips.

Address new and rapidly changing 
technologies.

Strategically plan for publicly available electric vehicle charging stations.

Incorporate smart city technologies like signal prioritization or autonomous 
vehicle infrastructure across the region.

Add new multi-modal options for non-motorized use

Connect local job centers to the EST



Goal Objective

Support targeted growth in urban, 
suburban, and rural communities.

Focus transportation investments in existing and emerging centers as well as along 
planned transit corridors.

Prioritize investments for disadvantaged communities.

Enhance mobility and accessibility 
between all modes of travel. 

Create a cohesive and connected network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities across the 
region.

Improve frequency and reliability of fixed-route transit service in the urban core and to 
regional employment centers.

Expand micromobility options, such as bike and scooter-shares, outside the City of 
Syracuse.

Strengthen our existing centers with connections

Continue to build out our robust bike network with EST and LTL

MTP goals & objectives: COMMUNITY
And the OC EST LEOP



Goal Objective

Provide and maintain a safe, 
secure, and reliable transportation 
network.

Reduce serious injuries and fatalities from vehicle crashes and from crashes involving 
people walking and biking.

Preserve and maintain existing transportation facilities including pavement, bridges, 
and bicycle/pedestrian facilities.

Maintain a high degree of reliability on our highway system. 

Add protected infrastructure where possible

MTP goals & objectives: COMMUNITY
And the OC EST LEOP



Goal Objective

Protect, enhance, and connect important 
ecosystems and ecologically significant areas

Utilize greenways and blueways to connect our communities and natural 
resources.

Reduce the quantity and improve quality of stormwater runoff from 
transportation facilities.

Ensure communities are well-equipped to 
mitigate/adapt to effects of climate change 
and support resiliency of transportation 
facilities. 

Incorporate bioswales, street canopies, and other green infrastructure 
elements.

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT).

Buildout of this system allows multimodal connections to nature

Give people additional options besides motorized travel

MTP goals & objectives: ENVIRONMENT
And the OC EST LEOP



• Municipal surveys identified 18 nodes for optimal trail connections

• Four-mile buffer (+/- 20 min bike ride) on either side of EST reviewed –
reasonable distance by bicycle for food, shopping, etc.

• Mapping of existing resources and potential future improvements

• Documented existing studies and plans for each opportunity area

Opportunity 
Areas
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Village of Jordan Village of Elbridge Hamlet of Jack’s Reef

Village of Camillus Town of Camillus Village of Solvay

Town of Geddes Town of Salina
Syracuse Lakefront and 

Inner Harbor

Tipperary Hill Downtown Syracuse Syracuse Southside

University Hill
Eastwood and Erie 

Boulevard
Village of East Syracuse and 

Town of DeWitt

Hamlet of Jamesville Village of Minoa
Villages of Fayetteville and 

Manlius



• Two economic activity clusters within easy reach of EST:
• Village of Camillus
• Township 5

• Improve signage and wayfinding

• Add bicycle racks and a repair station

• Roadway improvements and creative ROW usage to add 
protected infrastructure

Example: 
Village and 
Town of 
Camillus
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• Two villages near the Empire State Trail, with 
opportunities to connect

• Village of Jordan – EST runs through
• Village of Elbridge – less than 3 miles away

• Improve signage and wayfinding

• Existing roadways could have bike infrastructure added

• Opportunities exist within abandoned ROW

Example: 
Villages of 
Jordan and 
Elbridge, 
Hamlet of 
Jack’s Reef
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• Recent SMTC study looks at bike/pedestrian connections 
between the three villages

• Opportunities to connect several existing trails

• Additional protected infrastructure to supplement local 
bicycle facilities

Example: 
Villages of 
Fayetteville, 
Minoa, and 
Manlius
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Now…
• This document is available to local municipalities 

on SMTC’s website
• You can also request a hard copy from us

• Encourage communities to review and pursue 
additional study of these corridors (internally or 
by SMTC)

Next Steps
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Later…
• Pursue funding / grants (from existing or new 

sources)
• Design and build out those connections!



• New project on SMTC’s UPWP this year

• Looking for municipal partners to further study 
potential trails from Phase I

• SMTC can provide:

• Planning-level cost estimates
• Implementation strategies and timelines
• Visualization of options

EST Local Economic Opportunities Plan –
Phase II
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Cost 
Estimate 
Examples -
OCDOT
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Cost 
Estimate 
Examples -
OCDOT
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Planning assistance SMTC can provide
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General planning 
assistance

Scope and 
Public involvement Budget Time to 

complete

limited

significant

Small
(<$10K)

Large
(>$40K)

Short
( <6 mos)

Long
(>1 yr.)

Local Comprehensive 
Plan Assistance

Unified Planning Work 
Program (UPWP) study



Other resources available from SMTC
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• Traffic counts – intersections and road segments

• Publications – available for download or request a 
hard-copy

• Transportation Atlas
• Bike Suitability Map
• Canal Services Map
• Introduction to SMTC brochure
• Newsletters
• Various UPWP study reports 

• Online interactive maps
• Pedestrian Demand Model
• Bike Map
• Planning Area

smtcmpo.org
contactus@smtcmpo.org 
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